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CatlyAmetican
STORAGE CHE

By Harold T. Bodkin

CGPIED from an original

piece in an Eastern mu-
seum, this attractive chest, Fig.
1, is especially suitable for use
with other Early American
and Colonial furnishings. Con-
struction begins with the box,
or upper part, Fig. 5. The end
boards are set in 13 in. from
the ends of the front and back
boards, which just come flush
with the inner surfaces of the
end boards of the base. The
sides do not extend down to
cover the edges of the bottom -
boards. The latter are left ex-
posed for later attachment of
the base.

Using boards of varying
widths for the ends, front and
back gives an appearance of
true pioneer craftsmanship.
Number 10, 11%2-in. wood screws
will handle most of the fasten-
ing. The serew holes are coun-
terbored and plugged to simu-
late old-fashioned doweled
construction, Figs. 3 and 4.
Quarter-round moldings are
fitted around the four sides of the box ends
and mitered at the corners. A square filler
piece at the top extends this flush with the
projecting front, back and bottom boards.
The moldings complete the attractive pan-
eled ends.

Detailed drawing of the chest base, Fig.
5, gives the dimensions. Plugged wood
serews are again used for this construction.
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The base ends are rabbeted along the top
edge to accommodate the bottom boards of
the box. Filler pieces that frame the draw-
er opening at the front may be attached

with glue and small wood screws, driven

diagonally through their ends and into ad-
joining base members. As an additional
detail for strength, small squares of ¥4-in.
plywood may be nailed and glued over all



such joints on the concealed inside. The
drawer guide should project above the bot-
tom filler piece about 1% in. Metal angle
brackets can be screwed to the guide and

abutting pieces to hold this guide securely

The chest lid is of simple paneled con-

ion. Note that all board edges except

that at the rear of the lid are rounded.
Assembly of the lid is made with glue and

s. Two 12-in. piano hinges join the

chest lid to the box. These are spaced equi-
distant from the ends. If piano hinges are
not available, three 2-in. brass butt hinges
may be substituted.

The chest drawer is of common construe-

tion, with the exception of the front,

Fig. 6. This is made with an assembly
of short pieces of random widths set
vertically, These are screwed and
glued from the rear side to a backing
of 14-in. plywood, Fig. 7. Quarter-
round moldings on all four sides com-

plete the drawer front. Note that the
two bottom corners are cut off at a

45-degree angle to match up with the

base molding when drawer is closed.
A guide slot, 1% in. wide by g in.
deep is cut from front to back in the

bottom of the drawer. For extra ri-
gidity, Mg-in. triangular corner bat-

tens are fitted around the four sides
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of the bottom, the batten corners be-

ing mitered to a neat fit. Reproduc-
tions of typical Early-American

drawer pulls Fig. 2, are available
from most hardware stores. If metal

pulls cannot be had, round wooden
knobs of about 2 in. diameter may
be turned. Finishing will depend
on the wood used. If the chest is
of white pine, a stain can be mixed
with artist’s raw umber oil color
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